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• The purpose of this study was to examine the role 
of gender and gender stereotypes in relation to 
tolerance to law violations (TLV) and the projection 
of these beliefs
• The masculization of aggressive behaviour may 
result in a gender difference in respect TLV. 
• Social projection is the tendency to expect 
similarities between yourself and others in respect 
to your behaviour, views, and beliefs 
• We varied the gender and status of a social 
projection target to determine if this influenced 
female participants’ engagement in social projection 
of their TLV attitudes 
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Introduction & Background
(1)Will male and female student participants 
significantly differ in respect to their TLV scores?
(2)Will manipulating the gender and status of a 
specified target influence female students’ social 
projection of their TLV attitudes on to these 
groups?
Research Questions and Hypotheses
Method: Participants
• The TLV (adapted from Simourd & Olver, 2002), 
as well as a ) consisted of 10 items. In addition, 
there was a measure of their social projection for 
each TLV item (adapted from Webster & 
Vermeulen, 2011).
• Targets for social projection groups were either: 




• Contrary to hypotheses, males and females did 
not differ in respect to their mean TLV total scores.
• As predicted female students exhibited greater
social projection towards non-inmates, but the 
gender of the target had no significant influence.
• Although male and female students' TLV scores 
did not differ significantly, an interesting next step
would be to investigate whether TLV scores differ
for male and female offenders and whether status 
and gender influence this populations’ 
engagement in social projection.
• Tolerance to law violations (TLV) was measured in 
60 male and female university students. 
• Social projection was assessed in 148 female 
students.
Method: Measures and Procedure
TABLE 1: Mean Percentage of Males and Females 
Who “Agree” With Tolerance for Law Violations
Participant’s Gender
TLV Item Male Female
1. It’s OK for a person to break 
the law if he or she doesn’t get 
caught
10.80 8.30
2. It’s best to earn an easy 
living, even by breaking the law 10.80 5.60
3. Sometimes a person has to
break the law in order to get 
ahead
37.80 47.20
4. Most successful people used 
illegal means to become 
successful
32.40 36.10
5. It’s OK to get around the law 
as long as you don’t actually 
break it
70.30 58.30
6. Most people would commit 
crimes if they knew they 
wouldn’t get caught
70.30 86.10
1. It’s OK for a person to break the 
law is he or she doesn’t get caught Agree Disagree
• What percentage of female inmates do you think 
would agree with your answer? 
(0-100%) ___________
Results
TABLE 2: Mean Estimates of Percentage of 














Total Mean 69.77 50.17 56.85 53.71
Std. Deviation 14.43 17.10 10.77 15.53
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• There was no significant difference between male 
and female students in the mean TLV total scores.
• Female students engaged in greater social 
projection with the non-inmates than inmate 
targets, F (3, 110) = 10.02, p = .001, ηp2 = .22 
7. There is never a good reason 
to break the law 78.40 75.00
8. A hungry person has the right 
to steal 29.70 25.00
9. You shouldn’t break the law to 
get ahead 5.40 11.10
10. A person should only obey 
those laws which seem 
reasonable
16.20 25.00
• Participants were prompted to complete 
demographic questions, as well as a TLV and 
social projection questionnaire.
Method: Measures and Procedure
